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President Lubbers to Retire in June
During his annua l address to the
campus community, Preside nt Are nd
D. Lubbers an nounced that he will
retire on June 30, 2001, bringing to a
close an e ra of leadership that began
in 1968. His is the current lo ngest
uni ve rsity presidency in the nation.

o f students, facu lty, and staff gathered
in the Cook-DeWitt Center on September 11. The speech was a lso presented
live on the university's Web site .

As Grand Va lley preside nt, Lubbe rs
led the uni versity's evolutio n fro m a
small , liberal arts college to a reg ional
unive rsity. Since 1982, GVSU has been
Lubbers made his intentio ns
Michigan's fastest grow ing unive rsity,
known before an overflow audie nce
w ith a curre nt enrollment
of 18,579.
The Richard M. DeVos
Center o n the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus is the
latest example of the
university's physica l
growth under Lu bbers. An
array of academic bu ildings and residence halls in
Allendale, the creation o f
the Meijer Campus in
Holland , and the 1988
opening of the Eberhard
Center in Grand Rapids all
President and Nancy Lubbers ajier last week 's retirement occurred during the

Lubbers presidency. The uni versity has
also extended its service with programs
in Muskegon and Traverse City, in
cooperatio n w ith local community
colleges .
Lubbe rs has guided the uni versity's
response to regional educatio n needs
w ith the establishment of the Seidman
School of Business, the Kirkho f School
o f Nursing, and the Schools o f Edu cation , Social Wo rk , Hea lth Scie nces,
Engineering, and Communicatio n. Also
duri ng his tenure, GVSU's programs in
music, art, che mistry, edu ca tio n, socia l
work, bu siness, and nursing have
earned profess io na l accreditatio ns . He
initiated the Was hington Campus
program fo r students and corporate
manage rs to understand and work
effectively w ith fede ra l age ncies; twe lve
other uni ve rsities natio nwide participate
in this p rogram. He also initiated an
Inte rnatio nal Stud ies program that
includes exchanges in fo re ig n studies in
continued on page 3

announcement.

Across Campus
brick, stone and glass
bui lding wraps around a
large outdoor fo rmal
courtyard , creating the
sense of a village square .

DeVos Center Dedication
Celebrates University's
Growth
After nearl y three years o f construction , the centerpiece of Gra nd Valley's
$60 million downtown campus expansion was dedicated on September 8.
More than 1,100 people took part in
the dedication ceremo ny and public
o pen ho use for the 256,000-square foot
Richard M. DeVos Center, which
opened for classes o n August 28.
The new center, with
the look o f a European
village, is a bright
additio n to the city. The

Donna Brooks, GVSU Board of Control chai1; and Ben Witt,
Student Senate president, shared the honor c!f culling the
ribbon at the dedication ceremony.for the Richard M. De Vos
Center.

The attention to art and
architecture continues o n
the bu ilding's interior. The
Gordon Ga llery o f Alten
Paintings o n the main level
houses a collection of
paintings by Gra nd Rapids
artist Math ias Alten . Nea rly
400 other art works are on
display throughout the rest
of the De Vos Center.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Areas for meeting and e ntertaining
include the Amway Board Room and the
230-seat Loosemore Audito rium. The Me ije r
Regency Room offers space for formal
meetings, and features a stone fireplace and
leaded-glass windows . The University Club
is patterned afte r the o ld Lumber Baron Bar
in the Amway Grand Plaza Hote l, and uses
the donated o riginal furniture fro m the bar.
The Center's Steelcase Library ho uses
graduate-level reference books and uses an
automated book retrieval system found at only
two other libraries in the count1y , including
the Libra1y of Congress in Washington, D.C.
Up to 250,000 books can be accessed via the
robotic techno logy, named Spot, that locates
and delivers requested volumes . The libra1y
also houses the 40,000-volume law libra1y of
the Grand Rapids Bar Association.

Provost Niemeyer to Retire
The GVSU Forum is
p ublished by the O ffi ce o f
U niversity Commu nicatio ns
every Monday w hen classes are
in sess ion and b iweekl y during
the summer. The su bmiss io n
d ead line is Tu esday noon. Send
publication items to Kathl ee n
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FOR UM
cc:Ma il b ox. Fro m off cam p us,
em ail forum@gvsu. edu .
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an online "S ketches"
sub mission fo rm on the Web at
www.gvsu. edu/ o nline/ forum/
form.htm l/
V isit CVNow, G rand Va ll ey's
dail y online p ublicatio n, on the
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu. edu/

Gle nn A. Niemeyer, a pioneer fa culty
member and Grand Valley's first provost,
anno unced on September 12 that he w ill
retire sho rtl y after the Spring Comme ncement on April 28. He did not name a
specific date .
Nie meye r, provost since 1980, made his
plans kno wn in a lette r to GVSU faculty and
staff. "I have had a wonderful career, full of
o ppo rtunities
and challenges,"
Niemeyer sa id.
"The institution
has come to be
more than I
could ever have
imagined all
those years ago,
and like othe rs, I
ta ke great
satisfactio n in
what we have
accomp lished ."
Niemeyer was one of 13 faculty members
when Grand Valley opened for classes in 1963.
He rose through the ranks from histo1y
p rofessor to dean of the College of Alts and
Sciences in 1970, vice president of the college
in 1973, vice president for academic affairs in
1976, and provost in 1980.
A Muskegon native, Niemeyer rece ived his
bachelor's degree fro m Ca lvin College, and

his master's and doctorate degrees in U.S.
histo1y from Michigan State Unive rsity .
He has he ld leadership positio ns w ith th e
North Central Associatio n, a highe r edu cation accred itatio n organi zatio n. He led
Grand Va lley's recent uni ve rsity reacc redi ta tio n process.
Niemeyer has a lso se1ved on the Michiga n Council of State Unive rsities, Aca de mic
Affa irs Officers sectio n, since 1973. He is a
me mber of the Am e rica n Council o f Ed ucation, the Ame rican Associatio n fo r Highe r
Educa tio n, the At11e rica n Histo rica l Assoc iatio n, and the O rga ni zation o f Ame rica n
Historians.
Glenn and Betty Nie meyer have three
grown childre n.

Symposium Features
President Ford, Journalists,
Political Insiders
The Gerald R. Ford Foundatio n and
Gra nd Valley State University p resented a
symposium, titled "Whe n Ca mpa ig ns We re
(Mostly) Fun ," o n Se pte mbe r 13, at the
Richard M. DeVos Cente r.
The even t, assembl ed by Ford Foundation Directo r a nd GVSU Distinguished
Professor of Politica l Histo1y Richard Norto n
Smith , featured a se ries of in fo rmal d iscussio ns among jo urnalists a nd political insid e rs
of the last half-ce ntu1y o f Ame rica n po litics.

Gerald Ford, Sam Donaldson and President Lu bbers chat in tbe Steelcase Library of !be De Vos
Center ajier the symposiu m.

Fo rme r Preside nt Ford pa rticipated , alo ng
with such othe r notab les as Be njamin
Bradl ee of the Washington Post, Sam
conli1111ed
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Across Campus
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Don aldson o f ABC News, Lyn Nofziger,
a nd Newto n Minow. Betty Ford was
also in atte nda nce.

Phone Cards Available
Gra nd Va lley fac ulty and staff
me mbe rs ca n now purc hase lo ng

distance phone ca rds through the Grand
Valley We b site . To request a card,
e mployees s ho uld go to GVSU's home
page. Unde r the head ing "Quick Find, "
click telephone service , click
fac ulty/ staff, a nd the n click submit
request for a pe rsona l pho ne card .
Ca ll x2 145 or x2148 fo r mo re
info rmatio n .

Your gift

helps here!
DIDYOU KNOW?
$1 a week ...
enables pretesting and initial materials for one
ad ult Student learning to read.
provides parenting training for five mothers with
at- risk children.

School of Nursing Lands $25,000 in Scholarships
The Kirkhof School ofNursing received a check for
$25,000 in scholarship
funds Ji-om the Michigan
Department of Consumer
and Industry Services during a ceremony at the
Richard M. De Vos Center
on September 14. Five
graduate students will
each
receive
$5,000
grants to aid their pursuit
of careers in advanced
practice nursing.
Pictured are, lej i to right,
Phy llis Gendle1; acting
dean of Nursing, Kathleen
Wilbur, director of the Michigan Department of Consumer and Industly Services, scholarship recipient Marcie Holstege, President Lubbers, Jean Nagelkerk, professor of Nursing, and
Ma-,y Barr, another recipient .

$2 a week ...
• provides the first set of books for 5 new readers.
provides a six~week parenring class.

$5 a week ...
provides research on reducing youth crime.
buys 80 congregate meals for seniors.

$6 a week .. .
sends a ch ild with epilepsy to camp.

$10 a week ...
buys

311

home-delivered meals for seniors.

$15 a week ...
provides assistance
home to fire.

to
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Pola nd , Yugoslavia, Austria , Italy,
Fra nce, England, Spain, a nd Taiwa n .
Lubbe rs is the second Gra nd Va lley
pres ide nt. The late James Zumbe rge
was na med p reside nt w he n Gra nd
Va lley was charte red , and he ld the post
un til 1968. Zumbe rge we nt o n to
become preside nt o f the Unive rs ity o f
Southe rn Ca li forn ia.
Lubbe rs came to Grand Va lley fro m
Ce ntral College, in Pella, Iowa, w he re he
had served as president fo r nine yea rs.
At the time o f his ap po intme nt to that
positio n at the age of 29, Lubbers was
the yo ungest college p reside nt in the
countiy. In 1962 , Life magazine named

him to its list o f the to p 100 young me n
unde r 40 in the United States.
Lubbe rs is a native of Holland, Michiga n, and a graduate of Hope College,
w he re his fa the r, Irw in Lubbe rs, served
as p reside nt. He rece ived his maste r's
degree in history fro m Rutge rs Uni ve rs ity in 1956, and the n ta ug ht at Witte nberg College in Ohio before re turning to
Rutge rs in 1958 to p ursue his docto rate .
The GVSU Board of Control me t
immediately fo llowing Lu bbe rs' retireme nt anno unceme nt to acce pt his
re tire me nt a nd d iscuss p la ns to find his
successor. Board Cha i1woma n Donna
Brooks said the Boa rd w ill next meet o n
Octobe r 6 to begin the process o f
finding the next GVSU preside nt.

Coming Events
Speaker to Discuss Health
Crisis in Michigan
The Bio logy Dep artme nt, Biomed ica l
a nd Hea lth Scie nce De partme nt a nd the
Kirkho f School of Nursing are hosting a
ta lk by Ke nt J. Bra nsford , M.D. , titled
"Death by Degrees - The Emerging
Hea lth Cris is of Climate Change in
Michigan ." Bra nsford , a med ica l consulta nt for Physicians for Socia l Respons ibility, w ill speak o n Thursday, Septe mbe r 21 , at 12 noon in 132 Lake Hu ro n
Hall .
continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs.
Through Oct. 13
Gallery Hours: "Don Kerr: Five Decades of Painting ." Highlights o f 20 o f Kerr's significa nt o ils. Calder Gallery. PAC.
Mon., Sept. 18
5:30-7 p .m .: Annual Minority Student Receptio n sponsored
by Office of Minority Affairs . Grand River Room, KC. Ca ll
x2177 fo r more informatio n .
6:30 p.m.: Lecture by Siah Armajani, p ublic sculptor. The
event is free and open to the public. Urban Institute for
Contem pora ry Arts, 41 Sheldon SE., Grand Rapids.
Tues ., Sept. 19
10 a .m.: Grand Forum. "Globa l Experience as a Healthcare
Provider" w ith Gayla Jewell. DeVos Center.
12:30 p.m. : Grand Forum. "20th Centu1y in Review: Science
and Technology" with P. Douglas Kindschi. DeVos Cente r.
2-3 p.m.: Student Employee Training. Muskegon Ri ve r
Room. Call x2215 to registe r.
8 p .m.: Artist-Faculty Series . Diane McElfis h , violin, and
Robe rt Byrens, piano , present music by G inaste ra ,
Bolcom, MacMillan, and Fra nck. Chin -Chin Chen , livesound p rocessor. Recital Ha ll , PAC.

Wed. , Sept. 20
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Student Wellness Day. Free hea lth screenings at Student Services Bui lding law n. Ca ll Ca mpus
Wellness at x3659 fo r more information.
4-5 p.m .: Counseling and Ca reer Developme nt Center Brief
Seminar, "Strategies for Making Frie nds. " 204 STU. Ca ll
x3266 for more info rmatio n.
4-6 p.m .: Alumn i House and Visitor Center Open House.
Facul ty and staff are invited to tour the bu ild ing. Refreshments will be served . Alu mni House.
Thurs., Sept. 21
10 a.m.: Grand Forum. "A Thing or Two Abo ut Dinosa urs"
with Weldo n Frankforte r, D irector Emeritus, Public
Muse um of G rand Rap ids. Van Andel Museum Center.
12-1 p.m.: "Death by Degrees-The Emerging Health Crisis of
Climate Change in Michiga n," presented by Dr. Kent J.
Bransford. 132 LHH .
12:30 p.rn.: Grand Forum. Visit the "Dinosa ur Families"
exhi b it. Van Andel Museum Cente r.
7-9 p.rn .: CPR recertification by the America n Heart Associat:on. D iscounted rate of $9. Room B012, FH. Ca ll x3659
to register.

7-9 p.rn.: Institute fo r Hea ling Racism sp o nsored by the
Office of Minority Affairs/ Multicultural Center, w ith
facilitator Dr. Steve Robbins, d irector of Woodrick
Institute, Aquinas College. 1139 MAK. Register at 130 COM.
Fri. , Sept. 22
4:30-7:00 p.m .: Univers ity Clu b. Welcome Back TGIF.
Meadows Gazebo . Call x3590 for mo re informatio n.
5:30-7 p.m .: Campus Wellness Hea lth Management Series .
Asthma: Triggers , Treatment and Preventio n. Ro uge Rive r
Room, KC. For more informatio n or to register ca ll x3659 .
7 p.m .: Shakespeare Festival. "Love's Labor's Lost," p resented by the Pigeon Creek Shakespea re Company. Arboretu m. For ticket information call x2300.
Sat. , Sept. 23
2 & 7 p .m .: Shakespea re Festival. "Love's Labor's Lost, "
presented by the Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company.
Arboretum .
Sat., Sept. 23-Sun., Sept. 24
All Day: GVSU Fam il y Weekend fo r parents, students ,
fac ul ty, staff and alumni. For mo re informatio n, ca ll the
Student Life Office at x2345.

Sports
Sports Hotline : (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to
change .
Tues. , Sept. 19
9 a.m.: Wome n's Tennis at No rthe rn Kentu cky Uni ve rsity &
Ind iana-Purdue Uni versity-Fort Wayne. Fort Wayne, IN.
Thurs ., Sept. 21
3 p.m.: Wome n's Tenn is at H illsdale College. H illsda le .
Fri. , Sept. 22-Sat. , Sept. 23
All Day: Men's Tennis at Weste rn Illinois Singles Tourname nt
(Western Illinois, Illinois-Chicago, Bradley, GVSU). Macomb, IL.
Fri. , Sept. 22
3:30 p.m.: Women's Tennis at Wayne State University. Detroit.
Sat., Sept. 23
10 a.m.: Women's Tennis at University o f Find lay. Findlay, OH.
10 a.m.: Cross Country. Towe r Trail Classic at GVSU.
1 p.m.: Women's Soccer at Ga nnon Univers ity. Erie, PA.
1 p .m.: Footba ll. Ashland Un iversity at GVSU.
4 p.m.: Voll eyba ll. Mercyh urst College at GVSU.
Sun. , Sept. 24
1 p.m.: Women 's Soccer at Mercyhurst College. Erie, PA.
2 p.m.: Volleyball. Ga nnon Unive rsity at GVSU.

Coming Events
continu.edji-om page 3
Faculty and staff me mbers are invited to atte nd the
presentatio n, which has been well received by audiences
fro m New Hampshire to Californ ia . Topics to be d iscussed

inclu de: why climate changes are hap pe ning, what to
exp ect in the future with an emphasis o n health and the
enviro nment, and how to hopefull y reverse these changes.

